Journal of Language and Literacy Education Vol. 12 Issue 2—Fall 2016

JoLLE@UGA.

JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE & LITERACY EDUCATION

Keep
Ariel S. Maloney

I used to think that only

some people saw magic

woven into the sky

like observing animals in the clouds
or how they believe in elves

in Iceland

But now I know that there

is a kind of magic

in words

like the secret singing I can hear
underneath the silences we share
when you think I am not paying
attention

So I want to tell you now:

it is important that you keep
scribbling your charms

and passwords, the codes

that tie you to each other

to the world beyond

what lies directly in front of you

keep pretending that there is a language
that you will understand if you write it
enough times, and when

you take a breath, know

that I will be there, listening

for you
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