
 Journal of Language and Literacy Education Vol. 12 Issue 2—Fall 2016 

	
	
	
	

	
  
  

158 
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Historically the Muses have semiotically signified the arts.  Artistically they are often depicted as "other," 
somehow distant from us.  A close look at "The Muses Among Us" shows viewers as part of the depiction, thus 
suggesting that the Muses are us and we them. 
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Jerome C. Harste is Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Culture, Literacy, and Language Education at 
Indiana University. Prior to his retirement in 2006 he served as president of the National Council of 
Teachers of English (NCTE), the National Reading Conference (now the Literacy Research Association), 
The National Conference on Language & Literacy, and the Whole Language 
Umbrella. Since retiring from IU, he has had time to develop his artistic 
skills.  His watercolors have been featured on book covers and in Language Arts, 
JoLLE, California English, and juried into several national watercolor exhibits.  He 

holds “Signature Status” in the Bloomington Watercolor Society and the Missouri Watercolor 
Society and can be reached at harste@indiana.edu 

  

 


